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OVERVIEW OF CONDITIONS FOR MAY 2014

DAILY RAINFALL FOR MAY 2014
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Figure 1 Daily rainfall at Canefield and Melville Hall Airports

The Atlantic high pressure system continued to be the
dominant feature for most of May resulting in a
generally stable atmosphere. Rainfall totals bordering
on normal to below normal amounts transitioned the
island into the wet/ hurricane season.

At the Canefield Airport a total of 66.2mm of rainfall
was recorded which is 72% of the mean. The highest
daily total recorded was 20.1mm on the 10™. This was
associated with instability from a trough system which
affected the area from the 8" to 12". There were 10
rainfall days, which is normal, with two 5 days dry spells
during the first and last dekad (10 day period).

Melville Hall Airport reported a monthly rainfall total of
101.7mm was recorded which is 42% of the mean. This
is the second consecutive month with below normal
rainfall and the driest JFIMAM since 2001. The highest
daily total recorded was 28.8mm on the 9". There were
13 rainfall days. This is 4 days below the monthly
average. An 8 days dry spell during the beginning of the
month which continued from April resulted in 17
straight days of no rainfall at Melville Hall.

Normal rainfall conditions were reported across the
western, southern and eastern agricultural regions
resulting in bountiful vegetables such as tomatoes and
cucumber, ground provisions and culinary herbs. There
was also a reduction in Army worm infestation.
However, the northern regions reported dry conditions
which prevented the establishment of new crops and
the harvesting of others such as yams and sweet
potatoes. There were reports of plantain tree snapping
due to the lack of moisture. Mostly land preparations
continued to take place in this area during the month.

Parameter Canefield Airport Melville-Hall Airport
Rainfall Total 66.2mm 101.7mm
30 year average 92.0mm mm

Wet Days (>1.0mm) 12 13
Temperature 27.9°C 27.8°C

30 year average 28.8°C 28.0°C
Maximum Temperature 33.5°C (26"‘) 30.8°C (7"‘)
Minimum Temperature 21.9°C (10”‘) 21.1°C (Gth)
Relative Humidity 62% 72%
Maximum wind gust 56km/h 63km/h
Average daily sunshine - 8hrs 18mins
hours

Table 1 Monthly weather parameters

CLIMATE SUMMARY FOR JUNE

Parameter Canefield Airport Melville Hall Airport
Rainfall 92.0mm 191.0mm
-highest total 298.3mm (1987) 424.3mm (1987)
-lowest total 9.8mm (2007) 43.1mm (1989)
Temperature 29.0°C 28.5°C
-maximum 34.8°C (1991) 33.7°C (1985)
-minimum 21.5°C (2009) 21.0°C (1985)
Chance of 5daydry 80% 40%

spell

Chance of 10 day 27% 7%

dry spell

Table 2 Climate summary for June
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OUTLOOK FOR THE FARMING COMMUNITY

A |% above-normal rainfall
N |% normal rainfall

B |% below-normal rainfall

[aaf "= -
= ‘4_ Domini
9 [0}
"

|30
oWl as [ [ 25

13
R

Precipitaticﬁ oul'tjook for .the Caribbean :
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Figure 2 Precipitation outlook for the Caribbean: June-July-August 2014
(c_olored areas represent sub-regions in which the probabilities fall).

e Below normal to normal rainfall is expected
with 75% confidence.

e There is 25% chance that rainfall total will be
above normal, 30% chance of being normal and
45% chance of being below normal.

® Possible delayed start of the wet season.

e 70% confidence in El Niflo event by Sept-Oct-
Nov. El Nino is associated with a drier wet
season.

e |f El Nifio manifests, less water will be stored in
the wet season. As a result, less water will be
available for use in the dry season.

e Normal to above-normal air temperature with
70% confidence.
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Water conservation is important at this time including
strict management of irrigation practices in order to
maintain sufficient soil moisture content to maximize
yields while not wasting water.

e Repair leaks in irrigation system

e Drip systems may be more efficient than
sprinkler

® Avoid irrigating during hot, windy times of the
day

¢  Know how much water a crop can handle

e Soil management practices including tillage,
using compost and plastic or grass mulches as a
cover for crops

HURRICANE TIP

Near normal to below normal season is predicted. 8 to
13 named storm, 6 becoming hurricanes. A watch is
issued when cyclonic activity is possible in the area
within 48hrs. A warning is issued when activity is
expected within 36hrs. During a watch remove and
secure coverings of greenhouses or nurseries,
disconnect electrical fixtures on farms and remove lines
and pumps near ravines or streams.

2014 HURRICANE NAMES Arthur, Bertha,
Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gonzalo, Hanna,
Isaias, Josephine, Kyle, Laura, Marco, Nana, Omar,
Paulette, Rene, Sally, Teddy, Vicky, Wilfred

This bulletin is prepared by the Dominica Meteorological Service with support from the CAMI project and the Ministry of
Agriculture. Feedback on this bulletin should be forwarded to The Senior Meteorological Officer at metoffice@cwdom.dm. Tele:
767 445 7878, 767 449 1990. Website: www.weather.gov.dm Hotline: 447 555. Agromet bulletins from across the region can

be accessed via http://63.175.159.26/~cimh/cami/.

product line.

The Caribbean Climate Outlook Forum (meteorologist, climatologists and stakeholders) which prepares the seasonal forecast
met at the end of May in Jamaica to discuss the outlook for the wet/ hurricane season and has added a drought forecast to its




